
State CET CELL/NRI OCI PIO FNS CIWGS/Gen Circular/2207/2025                          Date: -1st July 2025 
  

General Circular for NRI/OCI/PIO/CIWGC/FNS Candidates to 

Professional Courses in Maharashtra for Academic Year 2025-26 

The Government of Maharashtra, has amended the definition of Non-Resident Indian (NRI) 

through Maharashtra Ordinance No. VI of 2025, effective from 25th June 2025, as detailed 

below: 

• Non-Resident Indian (NRI)" means, a person who is "not ordinary resident" as defined 

under sub-section (6) of section 6 of the Income Tax Act, 1961 and has been issued a 

Non-Resident Indian certificate accordingly by an Indian Mission or Post abroad and 

includes his child or ward as defined in the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890. 

• The copy of the ordinance is attached an Annexure – I 

As a result of the said amendment, the list of documents required to be submitted by applicants 

seeking admission under the NRI quota has been revised. Accordingly, the State Common 

Entrance Test Cell is pleased to announce the launch of a groundbreaking Integrated Web 

Portal for admissions to undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Maharashtra for the 

academic year 2025-26. This portal is specifically designed for NRI/PIO/OCI/FNS/CIWGC 

candidates seeking admission to Technical, Medical, Higher Education, and Fine Art programs 

in Maharashtra. 

This new portal aims to streamline and simplify the admission process for students, enhancing 

user experience through value-added services and improving overall efficiency by minimizing 

manual intervention. 

This unique initiative aims to streamline the admission process for students from around the 

globe, making Maharashtra their preferred destination for higher education. 

Key Highlights of the Integrated Portal: 

• End-to-End Online Process: Students can now complete the entire admission process 

online—from registration, application submission to document verification and final 

admission—without the need to visit colleges physically. 

• Convenience at Home: Aspirants can apply and secure admission by sitting at home, 

eliminating the hassle of traveling across Maharashtra or visiting multiple colleges for 

document verification. 

• Transparent and Efficient: All colleges having NRI/PIO/OCI/FNS/CIWGC Quota 

will be showcased on the portal and permitted to admit students. Students will have 

clear visibility of available seats, eligibility criteria, and required documents. 

• Secure Document Verification: The portal features a robust online verification 

system for all documents, ensuring authenticity and reducing the risk of forgery. 



• Ease for International Students: This initiative is designed to ease the admission 

process for international students and encourage more aspirants to choose Maharashtra 

as their preferred destination for professional education. 

List of Programme: 

 

• Technical Education (UG Programmes): B.E./B.Tech., B.Arch., B. HMCT, B.Plan., 

B.Pharm./Pharm.D. 

 

• Technical Education (PG Programmes): M.E./M.Tech., M.B.A./M.M.S., M.Arch., 

M.C.A., M. HMCT, M.Plan., M.Pharm./Pharm.D. 

 

• Higher Education (UG Programmes): LL.B. (5 Years Integrated Course), LL.B. (3 

Years), B.Ed. (General and Special), B.P.Ed., B.A.-B.Ed. (Integrated), B.Sc.-B.Ed. 

(Integrated) 

 

• Higher Education (PG Programmes): M.Ed., M.P.Ed., B.Ed.-M.Ed. (Integrated) 

 

• Fine Art Education (UG Programme): B.F.A. 

 

• Medical Education (UG Programme): M.B.B.S., B.D.S., B.P.T.H, B.Sc. Nursing. 

 

• Medical Education (PG Programme): NEET-PGM, NEET-PGD ,  PGP/PGO/PGASLP/ 

M.Sc-(P&O) 

 

• Ayush Education (UG Programme): B.A.M.S., B.H.M.S, B.U.M.S. 

 

• Ayush Education (PG Programme): AIAPGET (PGA/PGH/PGU)  

 

• Registrations for Postgraduate Dental (MDS) under the NRI quota have already 

commenced on https://fn.mahacet.org. The admission notice is uploaded on the State 

CET cell official website and https://fn.mahacet.org portal.  

 

• Registrations for all other courses will open on 1st July 2025 and will be notified on 

https://cetcell.mahacet.org. Candidates can submit their applications through the portal: 

https://fn.mahacet.org. 

 

Steps for Admission Process for all courses under Technical Education, Higher Education 

& Fine Art Education: 

 

1. Online Registration: 

• Candidates must register on the Foreign Candidate Registration (FCR) 

Portal (https://fn.mahacet.org).  

• Students register on Integrated Web Portal using valid email ID and mobile 

number. 

 

2. Profile Creation:  

• After registration, applicants must fill and complete the application form 

including personal details, academic details, upload the required documents, 

and select their preferred course type and college list. 

 

3. Application Submission and Eligibility Fee Payment: 

• A non-refundable eligibility fee of USD 50 must be paid through secured 

payment gateway while submitting the application. 

 

https://medical2025.mahacet.org/NEET-PGD-2025/login
https://fn.mahacet.org/
https://fn.mahacet.org/
https://cetcell.mahacet.org/
https://fn.mahacet.org/
https://fn.mahacet.org/


• The application will be evaluated for eligibility; if found eligible, a Provisional 

Eligibility Certificate (PEC) will be issued online. 

• This certificate can be used by applicant to initiate the visa process. 

 

4. One time Processing Fee Payment: 

• After receiving PEC, candidates opting to continue must pay a one-time non – 

refundable processing fee of USD 1,150.  

• This fee is non-refundable under any circumstances, except in the following 

specific cases: if the student’s visa application is rejected by the Indian Mission. 

In all other situations, the One-time  

• Processing Fee shall remain strictly non-refundable. 

• Upon payment of the one-time processing fee, it is confirmed that the student 

will be admitted to one of the colleges authorized to accept NRI/PIO/OCI/FN 

candidates  

 

5. Document Verification: All documents are verified online via integrated web portal. 

6. Choice Filling and Confirmation: 

• Candidates can modify their preference list until the last date as per the 

admission schedule. 

• After freezing the list, applications will be forwarded to the respective colleges 

online. 

 

7. Seat Allocation & Merit List: 

• Colleges will review applications and either accept or waitlist them based on 

the merit through their login portal. 

• Course-wise, category-wise, and combined merit lists will be published on the 

State CET Cell Portal and college website. 

• Seats are allotted based on eligibility and availability. 

 

8. Seat Acceptance & College Fee Payment Confirmation: 

• Candidates can view multiple seats offers from various colleges but can accept 

only one offer on the portal. 

• To confirm admission, the candidate must pay the college fees in USD as per 

the college’s collection method (via nodal account or directly to college). 

• Non-payment within the deadline will lead to seat cancellation and it may be 

offered to the next eligible candidate. 

 

 

 

 



Step-by-Step Admission Process all courses under Medical and Ayush Education: 

 

• Foreign Nationals (FN) are not eligible to apply for Medical and Ayush Education 

Courses under this admission process. 

 

• PIO/OCI Candidates - Their admissions will not be handled through this portal; they 

can directly apply on the CAP portal for admission process. Please refer 

https://cetcell.mahacet.org/cap-_2025-26/ for further information.  

 

• Process for NRI Applicants  

1. Online Registration: 

• Candidates must register on the Foreign Candidate Registration (FCR) 

Portal (https://fn.mahacet.org).  

• Students register on Integrated Web Portal using valid email ID and mobile 

number. 

 

2. Profile Creation:  

• After registration, applicants must fill and complete the application form 

including personal details, academic details, upload the required documents, 

and submit the application form. 

 

3. Application Submission and Eligibility Fee Payment: 

• A non-refundable eligibility fee of USD 50 must be paid through secured 

payment gateway while submitting the application. 

• The application will be evaluated for eligibility; if found eligible, a Provisional 

Eligibility Certificate (PEC) will be issued online. 

• This certificate can be used by applicant to initiate the visa process. 

 

4. One time Processing Fee Payment: 

• After receiving PEC, candidates opting to continue must pay a one-time non – 

refundable processing fee of USD 1,150.  

• This fee is non-refundable under any circumstances, except in the following 

specific cases: if the student’s visa application is rejected by the Indian Mission. 

In all other situations, the One-time Processing Fee shall remain strictly non-

refundable. 

• Upon payment of the one-time processing fee, it is confirmed that the student 

will be admitted to one of the colleges authorized to accept NRI/PIO/OCI/FN 

candidates  

 

5. Document Verification: All documents are verified online via integrated web portal. 

 

6. Choice Filling, Seat Allocation for CAP Round I & Further Admission Process: 

• The further admission process and allotment will be carried out on CAP portal. 

The candidates need to check the course wise CAP schedule update on the CET 

cell website.  

 

• The candidate can login to the CAP portal using their FCR application ID. These 

credentials will allow them to access the portal and complete the remaining 

steps of the admission process. 
 

• The Candidates can fill and modify their preference list until the last date as per 

the admission schedule on the CAP portal. Any updates or changes in the 

process will be notified through the State CET Cell official website. 

 

 

https://cetcell.mahacet.org/cap-_2025-26/
https://fn.mahacet.org/


List of documents to be uploaded on the Portal: 

 

PIO-OCI Person Of Indian Origin/ Overseas citizens of India (PIO/OCI) Applicant 

• Passport Size Photograph  

• Passport of the Candidate/ Country ID Card of the Candidate 

• Student's Signature  

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing SSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 10th 

Marksheet 

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing HSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 12th 

Marksheet 

• Passing Provisional Certificate  

• Birth Certificate  

• Migration Certificate (Start of Admission) 

• PIO / OCI Card  

• Proof of Residence  

• Eligibility Certificate from the Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi (AIU) if 

candidate passed Qualifying examination from abroad. 

 

 NRI Non-Resident Indian Applicant 

• Passport Size Photograph  

• Passport of the Candidate/Country ID card of the Candidate 

• Passport, Nationality Certificate of candidate and Parents/ Guardian 

• In Case of Guardian, certificate issued by the court having power to make order as to 

guardianship. 

• Student's Signature  

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing SSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 10th 

Marksheet 

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing HSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 12th 

Marksheet 

• Passing Certificate  

• Birth Certificate  

• Migration Certificate (Start of Admission) 

• Eligibility Certificate from the Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi (AIU) if 

candidate passed Qualifying examination from abroad. 

• Residence of NRI  

• Proof of Residence  

• True copy of foreign bank account passbook (copies of main page indicating bank name & 

address, name & address, with entries of last preceding 6 months prior to admission) of 

candidate/Parents/Guardian 

• Certificate issued by an Indian Mission/ Post abroad regarding Non-Resident Indian status 

of candidate/Parents/ Guardian/ NRI Certificate of the Candidate  

 

Foreign National Applicant 

 

• Passport Size Photograph  

• Passport of the Candidate/ Country Id Card of the Candidate 

• Student's Signature  

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing SSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 10th 

Marksheet 

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing HSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 12th 

Marksheet 

 

 

 



• Passing Certificate  

• Birth Certificate  

• Migration Certificate (Start of Admission) 

• Proof of Residence  

• Eligibility Certificate from the Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi (AIU) if 

candidate passed Qualifying examination from abroad. 

 

NRI of Gulf Children of Indians workers in Gulf countries (CIWGC) Applicant 

• Passport Size Photograph  

• Passport of the Candidate/ Country ID Card of the Candidate 

• Student's Signature  

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing SSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 10th 

Marksheet 

• Statement of Marks or Certificate of Passing HSC/Qualifying Equivalent Examination/ 12th 

Marksheet 

• Passing Certificate  

• Birth Certificate  

• Migration Certificate (Start of Admission) 

• Proof of Residence  

• Passport of Parent or Sponsor  

• In Case of Guardian, certificate issued by the court having power to make order as to 

guardianship. 

• Residence of permit (VISA copy)  

• Work Permit or Letter of employment  

• Six-month Bank True copy of foreign bank account passbook (copies of main page 

indicating bank name & address, name & address, with entries of last preceding 6 months 

prior to admission) of candidate/Parents/Guardian 

• CIWGC Certificate  

• Eligibility Certificate from the Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi (AIU) if 

candidate passed Qualifying examination from abroad. 

 

Contact Information 

 

• For queries/enquiry: mail us student@mahacet.org  or Help Line No. +91-8879082178 

between 10.00 AM. to 06.00 PM.  

 

For detailed instructions, eligibility criteria, FAQs, and updates, please visit 

https://fn.mahacet.org and information brochure available on the State CET Cell website. 

  

mailto:student@mahacet.org
https://fn.mahacet.org/


Notice for the students who registered on the Foreign Candidate 

Registration (FCR) portal before 28th June 2025 
 

Dear Candidate, 

Greetings from the State CET Cell, Maharashtra! 

We are pleased to announce the launch of a newly developed, fully digital portal for the 

admission process of NRI/OCI/PIO/CIWGC/FNS candidates applying to professional 

courses in Maharashtra. This new portal will streamline, simplify and automate the admission 

process, enhancing user experience through value-added services and improving overall 

efficiency by minimizing manual intervention. 

We request all candidates to register afresh on the new portal at https://fn.mahacet.org and 

carefully follow the instructions provided on the website. 

To assist you, we have attached a step-by-step guide that outlines the registration process in 

detail. 

 

Important Points to Note: 

• The previously paid registration fee of INR 1,000/- will be refunded to your original 

mode of payment to all candidates. 

• All candidates need to register freshly and apply on the new portal at 

https://fn.mahacet.org by paying necessary eligibility and one time processing fees 

mentioned on the portal. 

• If you have any queries or require support, please reach out via our helpline at +91-

8879082178 or email us at student@mahacet.org. 

We regret any inconvenience which may have caused and appreciate your understanding and 

cooperation as we work to enhance and simplify the admission experience. 

 

 

 

 

Sd /- 

Commissioner and Competent Authority 

State Common Entrance Test Cell, 

Maharashtra, Mumbai 

 

 

https://fn.mahacet.org/
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Annexure I: Copy of the Ordinance dated on 25th June 2025 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


